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Homework Procedures

General:
· The homework is intended to help you to understand the concepts presented in the course, and to provide you with practice in problem solving.

Schedule:


· Problem sets will be assigned as shown in the Course Syllabus.  Problems are listed in the syllabus on the day that they are due.

· Problem sets are due at the start of class.  Keep a copy if you want to have it available during class for questions, review, etc.

· I will have the problem sets graded and will return them, generally within one week of the day they are submitted.

· Late problem sets will not be accepted unless accompanied by a note from a doctor or the Student Affairs Office.  Special arrangements can be made with me in advance for job interviews, athletic events, etc.

Format:

· The required format is described in the ECE Department “Guidelines and Standards for Writing Assignments.”

· It is your responsibility to make your methods and results clear to the grader.

Solutions:

· There will be opportunities to ask questions about homework in class, and so I will not hand out solution sheets or post solutions.

Grading:
· Problem sets will be graded on the basis of five points per problem.  This way you earn more credit for longer problem sets.

Effort:
· Homework plays a particularly important role in this course, as it provides you an opportunity not only to check your understanding of the material presented, but to improve your skills in applying it to solve problems.  A subject with a significant mathematical component such as this one requires a great deal of practice if the theory is to become a useful tool.  No one becomes a skilled violinist by only attending concerts, and you should not expect to become a skilled problem solver without solving some problems.  You will probably find that most of the real learning takes place not in class, but in the reading, thinking, talking, and working problems that you do outside of class.

· As a rule of thumb, expect to put in two hours outside of class doing homework, reading the text, and studying for every hour spent in class.

· Take pride in your written work.  It is the tangible evidence of the considerable effort you have put into creating it.  Make sure you do a good job of conveying information to the grader.  Make sure your diagrams are neat and well-labeled, your handwriting is legible, and your thought processes are clear.  Don't form the habit of hiding uncertainty behind sloppiness.  We do not require perfection, but we expect everyone to do his or her best!

If You Need Help:
· Please do not hesitate to see me for help whenever you need it.  Start the problems early enough in the week to leave time for questions.

· My office is in Moench Hall, room C-208.  My schedule is posted outside my office door.  My telephone extension is 8437.  I can be reached by e-mail at bruce.black@rose-hulman.edu, but e-mail is sometimes slow.

Responsibility:
· Some of the homework problems will be drill problems, intended to develop skill in using the techniques presented in class.  Other problems will challenge you to extend familiar concepts to new situations.  You are encouraged at all times to discuss course material with your classmates and to help each other to understand and assimilate the concepts presented.  Nevertheless, a distinction is made between helping someone to understand concepts and providing someone with specific answers.  When you actually write out your solutions to the homework problems, it is expected that you will work individually, without reference to other students' work.  Remember that help with these problems can also be obtained from the textbook, the library, the Learning Center, and the course instructor.  When it is appropriate for a design project to be worked in groups, this will be explicitly stated on the assignment sheet.

· Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology does not tolerate plagiarism or cheating in any form.  The penalties for these and other forms of academic misconduct range from a lowered course grade through failure in the course, up to and including suspension from the Institute.

· “The Institute values its reputation for moral leadership as much as its reputation for academic excellence and expects all persons associated with it to maintain the reputation.  The Institute's Code of Ethics is simple and direct:  Rose-Hulman expects its students to be responsible adults and to behave at all times with honor and integrity.  All students are expected to abide by this Code and to aid in its enforcement by reporting violations of it.”
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