
CSSE 220

Merge Sort

Checkout MergeSortSimple project from SVN



Today’s Plan

• Big-oh practice

• Merge sort



Merge Sort

• Basic recursive idea:

– If list is length 0 or 1, then it’s already sorted

– Otherwise:

• Divide list into two halves

• Recursively sort the two halves

• Merge the sorted halves back together



Analyzing
Merge Sort

If list is length 0 or 1,
then it’s already sorted

• Otherwise:

– Divide list into two halves

– Recursively sort the two halves

– Merge the sorted halves back together
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Next Week: Your Presentations

• 8 minutes long
• ~3 minutes showing off your extra features
• ~5 minutes explaining JUST ONE technical 

decision in detail
 Could be a design decision, feature 

implementation, or tricky bug
 Be careful about code examples (good –

but in moderation)
 Should include prepared slides usually 

including diagrams




